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38 years
Angela Townsend sits at a table in her home in Bowling Green on Tuesday. Townsend has been recently nominated to be inducted 
in the Kentucky Teacher Hall of Fame after retiring seven years ago from a 38-year career as a teacher. JACOB HURDT/HERALD
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Resolution 1-16-S to Support the
Implementation of a Salary Increase
for both the Faculty and Staff of West-
ern Kentucky University in the Oper-
ating Budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017
passed with a 19-12 vote.
“We want to stand in solidarity with
the faculty and staff,” SGA President
Jay Todd Richey said. “President Rans-
dell has indicated multiple times that
this is his top priority.” 
Richey felt the push of this resolu-
tion is important because of the value
the faculty and staff at WKU. 
“We want this to be the top priority
even in the midst of the budget cuts,”
Richey said. 
Richey kept his update short by stat-
ing a presidential forum might be in
the works for students.
The forum will allow students to
question the potential university pres-
idents about their intentions for hold-
ing presidency at WKU. 
“All students that want to come ask
questions to the candidates will be
able to do so. It will not be limited to
SGA,” Richey said.
The forum will be divided so stu-
dents get individual time with the dif-
ferent candidates for presidency.
The committee for the forum should
begin to meet next month, according
to Richey.
Bylaw amendment 1-16-S was also
passed by an unanimous vote.
6.1 Funding Restrictions will now
state “The Student Government Asso-
ciation may allocate funds for the ben-
efit of students, either directly or indi-
rectly. All students may be required to
finance a portion of their expenses by
supplementary income.”
Constitutional Amendment 1-16-S
was passed as well. 
The nondiscrimination clause in-
cludes sexual orientation, but the GPA
requirement still remains the same. 
BY BRANDON CARTER
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Members of the Herald editorial 
board sat down with President Ransdell 
on Tuesday to discuss a variety of issues. 
Topics ranged from his recent retire-
ment announcement to looming bud-
get cuts and much more. Here are some 
of the highlights of our discussion.
Retirement
At Friday’s Board of Regents meeting, 
Ransdell announced his retirement 
effective June 30, 2017. He said the re-
sponse to his retirement has been grat-
ifying and overwhelming.
“I’ve heard from a lot of students and 
parents of students expressing disap-
pointment that they won’t get their de-
gree from me at commencement,” he 
said. “That’s pretty neat.”
On the topic of the upcoming presi-
dential search, Ransdell said that while 
the Board of Regents will direct the 
search for his successor, he expects 
the various campus constituencies, 
including faculty, staff, students, com-
munity members and alumni, to be 
represented on the committee.
Ransdell also addressed a statement 
he made in an email to faculty and staff 
on Friday in which he said he would 
“spend whatever political capital I may 
have built up over the years in pursuit 
of what higher education needs in both 
dollars and knowledge of our values.”
He said while he won’t offend anyone 
or leave his successor in a bad posi-
tion, he does feel his impending retire-
ment will allow him to act more boldly 
in Frankfort during the upcoming de-
bates over Gov. Matt Bevin’s budget 
proposals.
“This is going to be my last shot at a 
budget that affects my university,” Rans-
dell said. “And I’m not above [saying] ‘help 
us out.’ I probably wouldn’t take that posi-
tion if I were here for many more [legisla-
tive] sessions going forward. That’s a card 
you can only play once.”
Budget Cuts
As previously reported in the Herald, 
WKU is currently facing 4.5 percent in 
immediate budget cuts handed down 
via executive order from Gov. Bevin. 
These cuts must be finalized by June 
30. When asked whether students can 
expect a tuition increase in the wake of 
these cuts, Ransdell said yes.
“I think students should expect some 
tuition increase every year,” he said. 
“The financial practicality — the prag-
matic dollars and cents — does not 
lend itself to no tuition increase.”
However, Ransdell said that while 
the university will proceed as if the up-
coming budget cuts will be sustained, 
he does not expect the university to 
make up that deficit completely with a 
tuition increase.
When asked about whether salary 
increases for faculty and staff are pos-
sible soon, Ransdell said yes.
“It simply compounds the measure 
of our challenge,” he said, “and a salary 
increase, no matter what it is, is going 
to be modest. But doing a salary in-
crease of some kind is still a very high 
priority.”
Ransdell also said he doesn’t expect any 
pay cuts for upper-level administrators.
“I don’t see people volunteering to 
take a salary cut in order to meet a 
budget reduction, nor would I ask any-
one to do that,” he said.
In terms of program cuts to cope with 
the budget cuts, Ransdell said he didn’t 
BY KAREMA BWEREVU
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Bowling Green and historic Jones-
ville community figure Angela Alexan-
der Townsend will join the Kentucky 
Teacher Hall of Fame as a 2016 induct-
ee.
Townsend will be among the three 
inductees celebrated at a ceremony 
March 15 for their commitment to 
teaching. Kentucky’s Teacher Hall of 
Fame is located at WKU, the university 
where Townsend received her Rank I 
certificate in teaching.
A native of Bowling Green, Townsend 
taught for more than 38 years after 
she began her career teaching senior 
English at Bowling Green High School 
in 1966. She later taught at schools 
such as Lincoln Elementary School in 
Louisville and Princeton Junior High 
School in Cincinnati.
She later moved back to her home-
town and taught at Bowling Green Ju-
nior High, Bowling Green Senior High 
and Warren Central High School.  In 
2009, she retired from Greenwood 
High School to care for her sick moth-
er, who died later that year.
Townsend studied Montessori at 
Xavier University in Cincinnati and 
received a bachelor’s degree in English 
and psychology from the University of 
SEE SGA PAGE A2SEE TOWNSEND PAGE A2




Meeting with Ransdell covers budget, retirement
Local teacher to be inducted into hall of fame
President Gary Ransdell speaks with members of the editorial board of the College 
Heights Herald on Tuesday, Feb. 2, about his retirement and upcoming issues 
aff ecting the university. The discussion touched on budget cuts, the upcoming 
presidential search and a possible tuition increase for students. LEX SELIG/HERALD
CHECK OUT OUR SPORTS SECTION 
FOR COVERAGE OF NATIONAL 
SIGNING DAY SPORTS, PAGE B4
Kentucky. Townsend went on to re-
ceive a masters Rank I certification and 
a reading endorsement from WKU.
“It makes me feel great to be nominat-
ed. I can’t say that I deserve all the cred-
it,” Townsend said. “My students were 
respective to all that I was doing. The 
Kentucky education reform changed 
my way of teaching — changed marvel-
ous things and the way students learn; 
they should get credit too.”
Townsend said her nomination for 
the hall of fame from Judy Johnson 
and Elizabeth Shepard, a former stu-
dent-teacher, surprised her. She said 
she was having a normal, peaceful day 
at her house when she received a call 
from one of her nominators, who was 
informed by Sam Evans.
“I was told that I went straight 
through and that the deans, former 
inductees and college professors basi-
cally involved in the election process 
all agreed about me being nominated,” 
Townsend said.
Townsend said she had received 
many heartwarming congratulations 
on her induction from former stu-
dents.
“This reminds me of George Strick-
ler, my student back in 1968, who is 
now doing really well,” Townsend said. 
“When he heard about my nomination, 
he wrote me a very beautiful letter talk-
ing about what I mean to him and how 
happy he is that I was nominated.”
She speaks of Strickler as a great stu-
dent whom she was fond of and who, 
almost 48 years later, still checks in on 
his former high school English teacher.
Strickler, a senior partner at the Bell, 
Orr, Ayres and Moore law firm in Bowl-
ing Green, recalls Townsend as being 
an inspirational teacher.
“She was an energetic young teacher 
who cared about her students, and you 
knew she was going to affect lots of lives 
even back then,” Strickler said. “Over 
the course of her career, she was a posi-
tive influence. In my observation, that’s 
always been the case, so the recognition 
that she receives is well deserved.”
When Townsend recalls more painful 
moments from her teaching experi-
ence, her voice loses the excited tone 
she adopts when talking about suc-
cessful students.
“I remember the kids I’ve lost,” 
Townsend said. “One summer a child 
died, and that was a very bad time for 
me. When kids had bad times at home 
and would tell me, I had the skills but 
not the authority to do anything about it. 
Those were very dark moments for me.”
Townsend is known for being a poet 
as well as a hardworking teacher. She 
has written several poems about the 
Jonesville community and the time pe-
riod during the Civil Rights Movement.
“My favorite poems are ‘Wilma 
Blackburn, the Wax Sculptress,’ ‘The 
Reverend Jessie Howard Taylor’ and 
‘The Musician,’” Townsend said.
The poem about Wilma Blackburn 
tells the tale of a woman who lived next 
door to Townsend’s mother and made 
beautiful flower arrangements.
“She put these beautiful, big flowers 
out on the dining table at my aunt’s 
beauty shop and my grandmother’s 
dining room table.” Townsend says.
She explained that Reverend Jes-
sie Taylor was a man whom she wrote 
many poems about; he was a character 
on Sundays and really loved kids. She 
described him as being very memorable.
“I wrote several poems about the 
Jonesville community using their char-
acter to preserve it,” Townsend said. “I 
hoped other people would get the feel-
ing and the flavor of what it was like.”
Bringing her childhood and life in Jones-
ville to others became a theme of her po-
etry. She tried to keep alive the memory of 
her home and the people she knew.
“I was born in Jonesville. I grew up 
there, I went to school there, and I en-
joyed writing about and describing it,” 
she said. “I didn’t want to forget those 
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WKU to allow student bartenders at new pub
SGA MyCampusToo initiative expands diversity on campus
BY CARLY MATTHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Hilltoppers looking for em-
ployment on campus can now 
apply to be a bartender at the 
Topper Grill and Pub.
Steve Hoyng, resident dis-
trict manager at Aramark, 
said students will be allowed 
to bartend as long as they are 
properly licensed.
“As long as they have some 
sort of bartending license or 
certification and are of age, 
students are absolutely al-
lowed to apply to bartend at 
the pub,” Hoyng said.
The pub staff will operate 
in the same style as Redzone 
with the addition of a bar and 
bartenders.
Although the pub will have 
a limited menu, selling only 
beer and wine in addition to 
the food options, this is an 
opportunity for students who 
have recently received their 
bartending licenses to become 
familiar with the job while in a 
low-stress environment, said 
sophomore Donald Kollai of 
Goodlettsville, Tennessee.
“I think it’s great that WKU is 
allowing students to do this,” 
Kollai said. “This gives students 
a chance to use their licenses 
without having to go through 
a restaurant where it could be 
months before they’re allowed 
behind the bar.”
Although abundant excite-
ment surrounds the pub’s 
opening, students should re-
member it won’t be another 
Hilligans, Hoyng said.
“There won’t be pitchers of 
beer served; students won’t be 
able to come in asking for 10 
beers for their table of friends 
in the outdoor area,” Hoyng 
said. “It’ll probably be a one 
beer per student rule.”
The new pub also holds very 
different hours compared to 
other bars around Bowling 
Green. Right now, the pub 
will close at 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and at 4 
p.m. on Fridays. The pub will 
be closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
However, Hoyng said these 
hours might change depend-
ing on the pub’s popularity.
“If we need to, we’ll definite-
ly look at changing the hours 
around. These are just until we 
get a feel for the success of the 
pub, and if need be the hours 
can be altered,” Hoyng said.
The pub has already begun 
hiring some students but will 




Last fall, the Student Govern-
ment Association passed an 
initiative creating the MyCam-
pusToo program to incorporate 
under-represented students on 
campus in SGA affairs.
The initiative was the idea 
of SGA President Jay Todd 
Richey.
“It’s basically a diversity in-
clusion and enhancement ini-
tiative to try to better incorpo-
rate marginalized students at 
WKU,” Richey said.
According to Richey, stu-
dents of different ethnicities 
and students who identify as 
LGBT often have little voice on 
campus, and their needs often 
go unnoticed.
In addition to LGBT students 
and students of different rac-
es, MyCampusToo expands 
the definition of minority stu-
dents to include commuter 
students and students with 
disabilities.
Richey’s hope is that through 
this initiative, which encour-
ages minority students to run 
for SGA positions, these stu-
dent will begin to feel more 
included on campus.
According to Michael Shel-
ton, co-chairman of MyC-
ampusToo, the program has 
already led to the addition of 
several minority senators.
Richey, however, would like 
to see increased diversity.
“I’d say right now it’s not 
where I want to see it, but we 
do have not only diverse eth-
nicities in SGA but also a diver-
sity of opinion,” Richey said.
The initiative also tries to 
encourage marginalized stu-
dents to seek out opportuni-
ties within the WKU commu-
nity.
According to Richey, many 
students who fall into the ma-
jority group are often com-
fortable on campus and have 
ample opportunities around 
them. Minority students, in 
contrast, may find it difficult 
to become an active part of 
the community.
To change this, members of 
the MyCampusToo commit-
tee regularly attend meetings 
to strategize plans for inclu-
sion. They take the knowledge 
they gain and the suggestions 
they receive from these stu-
dents back to the SGA.
So far, the response from 
these groups has been positive.
“A lot of them have wel-
comed us with open arms,” 
Shelton said.
In addition to attending 
the meetings, the committee 
hosts monthly forums focus-
ing on diversity. These forums, 
which include faculty and staff 
speakers, feature a range of 
topics from sexual assault to 
race.
Later this month, a forum fo-
cusing on race relations in the 
U.S. and on WKU’s campus 
will be held.
The forums usually last for 
an hour and are open to all 
students.
To students or student orga-
nizations interested in becom-
ing part of MyCampusToo, 
Shelton suggested attending 
the SGA meetings, which meet 
every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
“If there are any students 
on campus wanting to talk, 
they are more than welcome,” 
Shelton said.
have an answer for that right now.
“I will say that it is not my intention to 
have an across-the-board approach,” he 
said of handling the budget cuts. “This 
approach is going to have to be a bit 
more surgical and a bit more precise.”
Ransdell could not say specifically 
whether or not layoffs were in the future 
but speculated that they were a possibility.
Upcoming Legislative Debates
Ransdell took time to speak about 
two legislative initiatives that could 
impact WKU if they are passed by the 
state legislature: Gov. Bevin’s proposed 
shift to 100 percent outcomes-based 
funding for postsecondary education 
by fiscal year 2020, and a recent bill 
introduced by Rep. Dan Seum, R-Lou-
isville, that would freeze tuition at all 
public universities for eight years.
Ransdell said this proposed tuition 
freeze isn’t feasible, especially in times 
when universities are being asked to 
cut their budgets.
“There’s no business in the country 
that could absorb a freeze in prices and 
have somebody tell you to give up so 
much money in your operating bud-
get,” he said. “There’s no business mod-
el [where] that dynamic could work.”
The proposed move to an outcomes-
based funding model was a topic of 
much discussion. Ransdell spoke 
about the focus on that funding model.
“I don’t want all the attention on the 
outcomes-based model to overshadow 
the need for new funding and incremen-
tal funding for higher education,” he said.
Ransdell also expressed concerns 
about what a move to an outcomes-
based model might do to higher edu-
cation in the state.
“I hope it doesn’t come to the point 
where the only chance to get new 
money is at the expense of another 
institution. That would be an unfortu-
nate dynamic,” he said.
Other topics Herald editors dis-
cussed with Ransdell include WKU’s 
ending of its contract with Navitas, the 
new Black Cultural Center and Rans-
dell’s thoughts on the current state of 
WKU athletics. Future Herald stories 
will touch on all of these, so keep an 
eye out in the coming issues.
“The constitution amendment 
passed except the GPA change,” 
Richey said. “I want to change the GPA 
requirement from a 2.5 to a 2.0.”
“My main reason behind that is be-
cause to be a student in good standing 
at WKU requires a 2.0,” Richey said.
Richey thinks that SGA should be on 
the same page as the university.
“If it’s good enough for WKU, then it’s 
good enough for SGA,” Richey said.
Richey also feels that the senate 
doesn’t realize the demand of students 
that want to be apart of the organiza-
tion, but can’t join because the student 
GPA might fall a little too short for the 
required GPA.
“We have some people that come to 
SGA that do not have a 2.5, and they 
work harder than a lot of senators I’ve 
seen,” Richey said.
Richey says there are many reasons 
student GPAs can’t meet that require-
ment, but shouldn’t be penalized from 
a student-run organization if still in 
good standing with the university.
“I saw a degree of elitism and arro-








The Student Government Associa-
tion is pushing a new campus initia-
tive for suicide prevention programs at 
WKU.
The idea was discussed between Ex-
ecutive Board members after last se-
mester’s tragedy with student suicide, 
and there has been a reach for the Sen-
ate to support some sort of initiative. 
Elizabeth Koehler, the SGA administra-
tive vice president and one of the lead-
ers of the initiative, believes that some 
sort of program regarding suicide pre-
vention is something that WKU should 
definitely consider.
“After last semester, the issue of stu-
dent suicide really hit home after see-
ing how it affected the campus as a 
whole. This issue has always been in 
the back of my mind, but last semes-
ter’s events really showed that suicide 
can happen on any campus,” Koehler 
said.
SGA President Jay Todd Richey said 
part of the effort will be to reduce the 
stigma surrounding mental illness and 
depression, and that action will need 
to be taken to help target the issue as 
early as possible.
“College is hard,” Richey said. “Class, 
friends, relationships, family mem-
bers, work; are all things that can help 
lead a student into depression. Talking 
about it isn't enough; there needs to be 
policies and action in place to prevent 
this from happening.”
SGA is considering several different 
ideas for the prevention plan, and the 
overall idea of the initiative is still in the 
works within SGA. One idea includes 
vouchers for students that need finan-
cial help with counseling fees. Those 
resources could be introduced and 
discussed at M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan.
These programs would be in addition 
to the services offered by the Counsel-
ing and Testing Center along with their 
online screening for depression.
SGA is also working to publicize the 
large number of valuable resources 
available to students on campus and 
to unify these resources along with the 
people that are passionate about the 
issue.
“Depression should be treated as 
something that is normal, and it 
should be talked about more widely,” 
Richey said.
The possible initiative is still in the 
early stages, and it has not been dis-
cussed with the WKU administration 
so far. However, Richey believes that it 
will be received well.
SGA is encouraging students to 
reach out with their ideas about differ-




In January, WKU and Navitas, a re-
cruiting agency for international stu-
dents, ended their five-year partner-
ship.
The partnership, which began in 
2010, allowed international students to 
study at WKU through Navitas, a pro-
gram that works to give students the 
chance to study at various universities 
around the world.
The split was due to the low number 
of international students Navitas was 
bringing to campus, said President 
Gary Ransdell.
“Since their numbers weren’t per-
forming at a level where we thought 
they would be, then we began to ques-
tion whether this was a relationship 
that we could sustain,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell does not expect the end of 
the partnership to affect the number 
of international students who come to 
study at WKU. In the past few years, the 
number of international students re-
cruited directly by WKU has increased.
In addition to maintaining the num-
ber of international students, Ransdell 
believes the university will also benefit 
from the increased revenue that had 
previously gone to Navitas.
According to Ransdell, Navitas took 
approximately 70 percent of the tu-
ition students in the program paid. 
The new revenue WKU will receive 
from international students’ tuition 
will be used to pay for the Honors Col-
lege and International Center, which 
was supposed to be funded partially 
by proceeds Navitas earned from stu-
dents.
Navitas at WKU did not respond to 
an interview request at the time of 
publication; however, according to 
the agency’s website, both Navitas 
and WKU will work to ensure an easy 
transition for students still involved in 
Navitas pathway programs.
Navitas at WKU offered international 
students two education pathways: a 
University Pathway Program and a 
Pre-Master’s Program.
Both programs allowed international 
students to pursue degrees from WKU.
The University Pathway Program was 
designed for undergraduate students 
who had completed school through 
the equivalent of the 12th grade. In-
ternational students entering this pro-
gram started work on the first year or 
freshman year of their bachelor’s de-
gree.
During their first year, students took 
12 courses, or 36 hours, in a three-term 
period, which is the equivalent of a 
year.
Upon completion of the University 
Pathway Program, students entered 
WKU as sophomores in their chosen 
fields of study.
The Pre-Master’s Program served 
students who had already attained 
their bachelor’s degree but had yet to 
earn their master’s degree.
Students in this program took three 
academic courses, a total of nine 
hours, over a four-month period. Once 
the four-month term ended, these stu-
dents entered WKU as graduate stu-
dents.
The students currently involved in 
the programs will be allowed to con-
tinue their education at the university.
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Black Cultural Center moves to old international building
BY MONICA KAST AND 
KAREMA BWEREVU
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU has recently opened a new 
Black Cultural Center on campus.
Last Tuesday, President Gary Rans-
dell emailed faculty and staff to an-
nounce administrative changes tak-
ing place as well as the opening of the 
Black Cultural Center on State Street in 
what was formerly the Sofia-Downing 
International Center.
The director of the Office of Institu-
tional Diversity and Inclusion, Andrea 
Garr-Barnes, shared her excitement 
over the move and merger with the 
new Black Cultural Center.
“We’re in the process of packing [and] 
tagging. We’re purging; we’re getting 
rid of old things that have been here for 
like 10 or more years, and we are look-
ing forward to our new move to State 
Street,” Barnes said. “This is the new 
site where the Office of Institutional 
Diversity and Inclusion will be with the 
Black Cultural Center.”
As of Feb. 1, the center was open to 
the campus community with the idea 
of helping students, faculty and staff. 
The center will be available for the in-
terest of all students with a focus on the 
culture of under-represented students.
Barnes said this new move will only 
expand the kind of work and primary 
responsibility they have had as the Of-
fice of Institutional Diversity and In-
clusion. This does not mean that there 
will be changes in duties and respon-
sibilities.
“Prior to moving to the Black Cultural 
Center, we were working with groups of 
under-represented students,” Barnes 
said. “This year was the first year 
we worked with the African Student 
Union, and also for the first time, the 
African Student Union dancers partici-
pated in the outstanding Black Gradu-
ation ceremony. We’ve also worked 
with the LGBTQIAA population.”
Barnes said the office has been work-
ing with different groups of diverse 
students as well as working with black 
students for years.
“This is a wonderful, once in a life-
time opportunity,” Barnes said. To stu-
dents and the campus community, she 
said, “Come out, come see us, tell us 
your ideas, come share with us, come 
hang out with us, come plan with us, 
come dream with us — let’s be many 
communities under one community.”
Ransdell said the timing was right for 
the opening of the Black Cultural Cen-
ter.
“We had a place that wasn’t going 
to cost us money to buy,” he said of 
the Sofia-Downing building on State 
Street. “When the Honors College and 
International Center was finished, our 
International Enrollment Services and 
International Student Services moved 
out of that house, and it became va-
cant.”
He said the Black Cultural Center was
the right fit for the vacancy.
“It seemed like a good use of the
space to me,” he said. “It’s good space,
and it’s accessible space … it just
seemed to work well.”
Ransdell went on to describe his ex-
citement for the new center.
“It’s a good set of dynamics and op-
portunities,” he said. “I look forward to
being invited to something and going
over there.”
Navitas and WKU end their partnership
Since their numbers weren’t performing 
at a level where we thought they would be, 
then we began to question whether this was 
a relationship that we could sustain.”
President Gary Ransdell
SGA talks plans for suicide prevention initiative
Andrea Garr-Barnes, director of the Offi  ce of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion, gets settled into her new offi  ce at the Cul-
tural Center in the Sofi a-Downing building on Wednesday. WKU's Cultural Center spent 15 years in Potter Hall before moving 
into its new location on Friday. The Cultural Center serves students in under-represented groups on campus, including blacks, 
latinos and members of the LGBTQIA community. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
Talking about it isn't enough; there needs 
to be policies and action in place to prevent 
this from happening.”
SGA President Jay Todd Richey
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
CARTOON
SERVES REVENGE COLD
Cinema has come a long 
way in terms of presentation. 
No other movie from 2015 
exemplifies this progression 
more than Alejandro Inarritu’s 
epic “The Revenant.”
The film depicts frontiers-
man Hugh Glass, played by 
Leonardo DiCaprio, as he em-
barks on a journey of survival 
and revenge through wintery 
Montana and South Dakota 
circa 1823. A basic plot syn-
opsis: Glass acts as the driv-
ing force behind a trapping 
expedition led by Captain 
Andrew Henry; both are ac-
companied by several other 
men, most notably Glass’ half-
native son Hawk and resident 
tool John Fitzgerald, played 
by Tom Hardy. Glass endures 
a grisly injury early in the film 
as well as a pivotal loss. With 
the threat of the great North 
American wild and the native 
Arikaree tribe, Glass has his 
work cut out for him.
Cinematography in “The Rev-
enant” is absolutely unflinch-
ing. If you’ve ever wanted to see 
DiCaprio get the crap beaten 
out of him for two hours, then 
this movie is for you.
The film’s practical effects 
are visceral. Several scenes 
are so lifelike that they made 
me a little uneasy. In addi-
tion to superb makeup effects 
and wardrobe design, Inarritu 
chose to film every scene with 
only natural light. That means 
for any given scene, the crew 
would have about 90 minutes 
to get the shot — a tall order. 
These efforts really drive home 
the idea that DiCaprio deserves 
an Oscar. Frankly, the guy did 
a phenomenal job acting this 
role. The audience is perpetu-
ally aware that Glass is a very 
angry, very determined man.
Hardy also gives an excellent 
performance as Fitzgerald, the 
film’s primary antagonist. Since 
everything bad that befalls 
Glass, the protagonist, results 
from his location in the early 
American wilderness, most 
viewers will probably walk away 
thinking the film’s focus is Glass’ 
struggle against the frontier. 
However, Hardy’s nuanced per-
formance allows an alternative 
view of Fitzgerald: a man — a 
secondary protagonist — doing 
what he has to do to survive and 
thrive in a brutal world. The ani-
mosity between DiCaprio and 
Hardy in the culminating scenes 
is almost palpable.
The film might not be “Kill 
Bill” meets “Survivor Man,” but 
it’s a heck of a thrill ride just the 
same. Out of all the movies 2015 
presented, “The Revenant” 
might be the most dedicated 
to its craft. It pulls no punches. 
Glass’ experiences are guttural, 
dangerous and real — and this 
film is, too.
PAUL AND HIS CAT
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 ||herald.opinion@wku.edu
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Publications
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
HOROSCOPES
BY PAUL AND HIS CAT
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
If you’re reading this, you’ve found 
the Herald’s best new advice column.
You might have grabbed this paper 
on your way to class. You might be sit-
ting there now, burying your face in its 
pages as a distraction from your racist 
classmate. You know, the one decked 
out in Confederate flags and bald 
eagles who keeps complaining about 
how rough white men have it.
You might be reading this column in 
your dorm. Your roommate might be 
pretending not to know where your ex-
pensive almond butter went, but you 
might have spotted it, as you peer over 
this page of newsprint, tucked into a 
pile of trash under that thief’s bed.
You might even be reading these 
words in your own bed, exhausted by 
both the physical demands of the na-
ked stranger lying beside you and the 
mental olympics your brain is per-
forming to pretend they love you.
If you’re reading this, you are prob-
ably a mess. You definitely need help.
Allow us to introduce ourselves.
Paul: Hey y’all! I’m so excited to hear 
all about your screwed-up lives. I’m 
sitting here with my purring co-col-
umnist right now, and we’re ready to 
pounce.
Paul’s Cat: I have no desire to help 
anyone reading this.
Paul: Starting next week, we will be 
answering questions in an advice col-
umn each Thursday in the Herald. We 
want to help wrangle you out of what-
ever crazy, awful situation you worked 
your way into.
We know college sucks sometimes. 
We know that all four, 
five or even six years you 
spend on the Hill will be 
full of more treachery and 
backstabbing than a sea-
son of “Real Housewives.” 
We know the men’s basket-
ball team is causing a lot of 
heartache this season.
Luckily, we also know 
how to pass judgement. 
Er, I mean help.
Paul’s Cat: And we know 
all you kitty-cats out 
there are hopeless. Meow, 
meow.
Want to have your problem solved 
by Paul and his cat? Email paulandhis-
cat@gmail.com. If published, letters 
may be edited for space or clarity.
'THE REVENANT'
SALTED POPCORN
Let us help you: Introducing Paul and his cat
Refresh yourself 
this February 
after months of 
rest, relaxation
BY MOLLIE MOORE 
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
Life has been in a sort of stasis for 
everyone over the past year, and with 
Mercury in retrograde for the major-
ity of January, the new year didn’t 
bring much of a fresh start. However, 
now that we’ve made it to February, 
it’s finally time to wake up.
Aries: Your ability to adapt to ev-
ery situation is going to be a major
strength this month. It will be a time
for growth, so let life take you where
it must and don’t resist so much.
Taurus: This month might make you
feel like your life is being turned up-
side down. Other people’s expecta-
tions of you could get frustrating,
but just remember not to get too
worked up about it. You don’t always
have to be the rock, and your loved
ones will understand that.
Gemini: This is your time to let your
curiosity run wild. February is act-
ing as a fresh start, so explore!
Cancer: Take this moth to find bal-
ance. Start anew and get rid of the
uneasiness you constantly grapple
with. Focus on the goals you’ve set
for yourself.
Leo: February should be a month of
solitude and reflection, but don’t iso-
late yourself. You’re a social being.
Virgo: This is your time to shine.
Most people see you as fussy and
narrow-minded, but you can go
with the flow when you want to!
Show that off.
Libra: Have fun this month! You’ve
been feeling serious lately; it’s time
to let your hair down and enjoy
yourself.
Scorpio: You’ve got a lot of goals to
accomplish, and you can definitely
do it. Just keep reminding yourself
to focus, and you’ll make it through
this month a stronger person.
Sagittarius: You always feel the call
of adventure, but it’s time to settle
down. Take this month to make
some serious decisions and become
a more reliable person. Everyone
around you will appreciate it, and
so will you.
Capricorn: You’ve been waiting for
the perfect timing, and your pa-
tience has finally paid off. Now it’s
time to get to work.
Aquarius: You’ve been focusing so
much on others lately, it’s time to
take care of yourself. Spend some
time pampering yourself. Take one
extra bath each week, or buy that
item you’ve been eyeing!
Pisces: This month you’ll feel as
though you’re being pulled apart
with all the options you’ve received,
but you must make a decision. Once
you do, you’ll feel so much more at





you ever been 
enjoying a movie, 
and then you just 
trail off  about one 
thing for the next 
four minutes? 
Imagine that, but 
I'm writing it down 
instead.
Across
1 Mrs. Garrett on 
“The Facts of Life”
5 Bring shame to
10 Twitter’s bird, e.g.
14 Dire fate








20 “Un Ballo in 
Maschera” aria
21 *Frighten off





30 Full of bubbles
33 *Disney film cry of 
discovery
36 Qatar’s capital
37 Fifth of a dozen
38 Solar __
39 Promise
40 “On the double!”
42 *Chinese, say
45 Place to follow 
politics
47 “Told ya!”
48 “__ Daughter”: 
1970 film
51 Match at the poker 
table
52 *Ride crosstown 
together, perhaps
56 Diary component
60 Go up and down
61 Group space, and a 
hint to the answers to 
starred clues
63 Seasonal refrain
64 Assembly line 
worker
65 Equipment
66 Key used in 
combinations






2 No couch potato





7 “High Voltage” band
8 “Bottoms up!”
9 “Give me liberty, 
or give me death!” 
speaker








24 5-Down, for one
26 Stockpile
27 Supplicate





32 Opening at an 
early-morning class?
33 1998 Apple debut
34 __ cookies ‘n 
creme: Jell-O flavor




44 Like high-school 
years
46 “Fat chance, 
laddie”




54 Prefix with valence




62 Extra periods: 
Abbr.
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 







City of Bowling Green
SUMMER AQUATICS
Applications are currently being accepted for the 
following Parks and Recreation Aquatics positions for the 
Russell Sims Aquatic Center. Hours, salaries, and job 
requirements will vary depending on the position.




• Recreation Staff Assistant I
• Pool Manager
• Assistant Pool Manager
• Laborer
Interested applicants can apply online at 
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace. 
FOR RENT
Apartment for sublease at Campus Pointe. 3 bedroom, 
3 bath. $405/month utilities included. 2-3 miles from 
campus. (270)459-0236
New Construction 4 bedroom, 4 bath apartment. $375 
per bedroom plus utl. Great for roommates. 1224 Indianola 
Avenue (right off Broadway). Crye-Leike Property 
























1313 Center Street • 270.495.4205
WASHER & DRYER INCLUDED
ONLY STEPS AWAY 
FROM CAMPUS!
    ONSITE PARKING
FULLY FURNISHED UNITS AVAILABLE
STUDY CENTER
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» Study Abroad: Read how other students have saved and made 
money to fi nance their study abroad trips.  Page B3.
Toppers tour around the world: New Zealand
BY SHELBY BRUCE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 
Home to hobbits and the 
endangered Hutton’s shear-
water bird, the country of New 
Zealand is rich in forestry and 
wildlife. Over winter break, it 
was also home for a group of 
WKU students.
This past break, a small 
group of students found 
themselves traveling across 
to New Zealand from Jan. 3 to 
Jan. 18.
Some students attended for 
the simple pleasure of adven-
turing to a new place; others 
like Zack Jones, a recent in-
ternational business graduate 
from Bowling Green, focused 
on fulfilling requirements for 
their major. 
“None of the programs stuck 
out to me, but once I saw New 
Zealand, I knew I had to go,” 
Jones said. “I waited a year and 
saved up and finally got to go 
during the winter term. It was 
legitimately a dream come true.”
Other students, however, 
chose to go for the fun and ex-
perience of it. These included 
Nina Wells, a social work ma-
jor also from Bowling Green.
“This was not a part of my 
program, but I got the idea to 
go through my boyfriend, who 
had to study abroad to ful-
fill his major requirements,” 
Wells said. “The itinerary 
looked killer, and I’ve always 
wanted to go to New Zealand, 
so I signed up!”
Although New Zealand is a 
typical tourist destination, the 
students who completed the 
winter program also had to in-
corporate school work by com-
pleting assignments, discussion 
questions and journals after vis-
iting different locations.
“Most days we would wake 
up, take a long commute to 
an activity place, talk to one of 
the local leaders, businessmen 
or administrators, do an activ-
ity and then a long commute 
back, Jones said.
Long days aside, Wells said 
she enjoyed the scenery and be-
lieves that was one of the things 
she wasn’t ready to experience.
“I miss the adventure of it all: 
the scenery, the weather and the 
people I went with,” she said.
Even across the world, miles 
and miles from Kentucky, 
Jones said he found some sim-
ilarities and differences be-
tween New Zealand and home 
that he found interesting.
“My favorite difference, I 
think, is how the whole coun-
try has everything from sun-
ny beaches to rolling hills to 
snow-capped mountains to 
arctic conditions — all in an 
area that has no more land 
area than Colorado," he said.
One of the most interesting 
differences for Wells was the 
different taste in New Zea-
land’s ketchup.
“This is weird, but their 
ketchup was sweet ... a lot of 
us didn’t like it," Wells said.
With only two weeks in the 
new environment, students 
were able to experience a life-
time’s worth of adventure and 
an open mind to step outside 
comfort zones while in a new 
place, according to Jones.
“The structural dynamic 
forces [you] out of your com-
fort zone, makes you try new 
things and keep an open mind 
the whole time,” Jones said. 
With plans of studying 
abroad again this summer in 
South Africa, Wells felt the op-
portunity to go to New Zea-
land opened her eyes to the 
personal benefits of traveling.
“Travel is a personal prior-
ity of mine, and going on this 
trip made me realize that if I 
want to go somewhere, I need 
to just book the ticket and go,” 
Wells said.
WKU students on a study abroad trip during winter break in New 
Zealand visted the “Rivendell “ fi lming location from the Lord of 
the Rings fi lms. A group of WKU students spent 15 days travers-




Country music star Rodney At-
kins might be performing in Ohio 
and Michigan this week, but in an 
unprecedented move, his tour has 
added another location: Bowling 
Green.
Known for hit tracks like “If You’re 
Going Through Hell” and “Take A 
Back Road,” the Tennessee native 
will perform on WKU’s campus Fri-
day at 7:30 p.m. in Van Meter Audi-
torium.
The Eat Sleep Love You Repeat 
Tour will touch down at Van Meter 
starting with an acoustic opener by 
Atkins’ wife and singer-songwriter 
Rose Falcon.
Bo Burr, owner of local entertain-
ment company Pick Axe Promo-
tions, is on a mission to usher in 
larger artists to Bowling Green. Burr 
put into motion the plans to create 
this stop on Atkins’ tour, which was 
planned just a few months ago.  
“In essence, I’ve kind of made 
that one of my missions ... get big-
ger bands to stop in Bowling Green 
versus blowing through Bowling 
Green and going up to Louisville or 
Nashville,” Burr said.
Burr and his business partner ap-
proach entertainers’ handlers with 
the objective of having larger acts 
perform at some of Bowling Green’s 
venues. The promotions group 
then works to advertise concerts 
with the help of radio, social media 
and TV spots.
“I want to bring things that people 
want to see,” Burr said. “I’m going 
to bring more than just country or 
rock or Christian music. Different 
strokes for different folks. People 
like different things.”
Burr said there are more perfor-
mances coming to Bowling Green 
this year, particularly at Diddle 
Arena and the Southern Kentucky 






Unpacking the spectacle of the Iowa caucuses
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Feb. 1 marked the somewhat con-
crete, semiofficial beginning of the 
2016 election that had been underway 
since 2012, and the 2020 election is 
sure to take off in the coming months.
All eyes turned to Iowa on Monday 
as the caucuses took place. The Asso-
ciated Press reported that Republican 
Texas senator Ted Cruz won with eight 
delegates and 27.6 percent of the vote. 
The Democratic caucus came in tight-
er as former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton came in with 23 delegates and 
49.9 percent of the vote.
Vermont senator Bernie Sanders, 
Democrat, polled in with 21 delegates 
and 49.6 percent of the vote. Sanders 
called the results a “virtual tie” with 
Clinton in his speech Monday night.
Now if you haven’t heard anything 
about Iowa since 2012, it’s probably 
because the state’s boom in popularity 
and reporting coverage comes every 
four years in sync with approaching 
presidential elections.
First, what exactly is a caucus? Does 
it differ from a primary? Why is Iowa’s 
so early, and more to the point, why 
Iowa? One possible answer to the latter 
question is that at some point in our 
country’s history, we decided to pin a 
map of the United States on a wall, put 
on a blindfold, spin around a few times 
and then throw a dart to see where it 
landed.
Understanding the procedures and 
intricacies of the Iowa caucuses can 
be a bit hectic, and we’re not even 
the ones voting in it. To put into per-
spective what has recently happened 
in Iowa, let’s start with the question 
“What is a caucus?”
Give or take some technicalities, the 
Iowa caucuses are just like any other 
election, but instead of simple yeas or 
nays — raising a hand to vote for your 
eighth-grade class president — this 
election is separated into political par-
ties and takes place across Iowa’s 1,681 
precincts.
The caucuses are really the first step 
in a four-step process that will choose 
the state’s delegates to each political 
party’s national convention, at which 
time the presidential nominee is se-
lected, according to The Guardian.
Think of the caucuses as if you were 
baking a cake. You have to start with 
ingredients to build a foundation that 
later becomes the cake. For compari-
son’s sake, we’ll say the caucuses are 
the cake mix; you still need to com-
plete a few steps before you put the 
foundation in the oven and pull out a 
scrumptious presidential nominee.
When you add political parties, ev-
erything becomes a little more con-
fusing. This is because Republicans 
and Democrats caucus differently, and 
only registered members to those two 
parties are able to participate.
According to CNN Politics, the Re-
publican caucuses are a fairly straight-
forward process. Each of the cam-
paigns has the opportunity to have 
a representative make one last pitch 
before a secret ballot is taken. Votes are 
then collected, tallied and sent off.
Caucusing for Democrats is a whole 
other world. As soon as the caucus 
meeting opens and you walk in, you 
have to declare your preferred candi-
date. Imagine if that’s how it happened 
anywhere else.
Imagine you walked into Starbucks 
at Downing Student Union and the 
barista immediately asked you for your 
order, all the while assuming you’ve 
been keeping up with your preferred 
coffee’s foreign and domestic policies 
for the past six months.
Now, say you sided with Starbucks’ 
Caramel Macchiato because you 
agreed with its stances on gun con-
trol and higher education reform. You 
would then be divided into prefer-
ence groups based on the candidate 
you prefer. For you, that would mean 
standing with other people who side 
with Caramel Macchiato.
However, if the number of people at 
SEE IOWA PAGE B2
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ICSR opens spaces for those of all faiths
BY SHANTEL PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
The Institute for Citizenship 
and Social Responsibility re-
cently dedicated two rooms in 
Tate Page Hall for prayer and 
meditation.
The mission of the ICSR is to 
build responsible leaders as 
well as promote social justice 
through serving the commu-
nity and researching, accord-
ing to ICSR’s homepage.
“The aim for ICSR is to be in-
clusive and make people feel a 
part of something,” said Tiara 
Na’puti, assistant professor in 
the department of diversity 
and community studies.
In December of last year, the 
ICSR department designated 
two private rooms for students 
for prayer and meditation. The 
designation was set in order 
after a few students inquired 
about a space in which to pray.
“Students would occasion-
ally come to our wing in Tate 
Page — usually Muslim stu-
dents — asking to pray, and it 
was never a problem for us,” 
Na’puti said.
According to a 2013 study by 
the Pew Research Center, more 
than half of Americans, 55 
percent, said they pray every-
day while 23 percent said they 
prayed weekly or monthly.
The study went on to find 
that even among those who are 
not affiliated with any religion, 
21 percent said they pray daily.
Na’puti said although many 
of the students who have used 
the extra spaces for prayer 
were of the Islamic faith, the 
private rooms are open to any 
person of faith.
Islam is currently the world’s 
second-largest religion after 
Christianity but is the world’s 
fastest-growing major reli-
gion, according to the 2013 
Pew Research Center study.
Andrew Salman, program 
support specialist for ICSR, 
believes the spaces can also be 
used for students with other 
needs, such as autism.
“People who have height-
ened sensitivity can use it as 
a calm-down room or a quiet 
space for whatever they need 
to do,” Salman said.
There weren’t any road-
blocks that kept ICSR for es-
tablishing these prayer and 
meditation rooms. Since the 
rooms were faculty offices, 
ICSR could do with them as 
they pleased, Salman said.
The establishment of these 
prayer rooms will achieve the 
inclusiveness Na’puti wants.
“I believe that these rooms 
will make students feel like 
a part of this community,” 
Na’puti said.
One student who has recent-
ly found out about the rooms 
believes that this will help both 
students and the university.
“It’s great to hear that leaders 
are taking the step to make ac-
commodations for those who 
want to practice their faith in 
peace,” Hendersonville, Ten-
nessee, freshman Ar’Meishia 
Burrow said.
Burrow thinks these praying 
rooms send a message of sup-
port to students and others on 
campus.
“It just lets us know that the 
university cares about our 
values,” Burrow said.
The two rooms can be
found in Tate Page in room
108. The rooms are open ev-
eryday from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. 
The ICSR has designated two small private rooms in Tate Page Hall located in the 108 hallway from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. These rooms are used as prayer and meditation spaces for students and faculty who 
might need a private area for religious purposes.  Ebony Cox/HERALD
Exploring diff erent methods to fi nance studying abroad
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
WKU sends students abroad 
every semester, which has 
a huge impact on WKU’s 
achievement of being a leading 
university and maintaining in-
ternational reach.
By offering destinations in 
regions around the world, 
WKU's study abroad programs 
give students many options to 
choose an experience that best 
serves their needs. Despite 
these opportunities, however, 
many students are hesitant to 
consider study abroad because 
of expenses.
Katherine Hale, interim as-
sistant director at the Office 
of Study Abroad and Global 
Learning, said study abroad 
can be affordable for anyone as 
long as the student is willing to 
work hard in advance to apply 
for funding and to be flexible 
when choosing a destination.
“You might be surprised to 
know that there are programs 
that cost the same as a semes-
ter or summer term at WKU,” 
Hale said. She added that 
choosing a destination such as 
Latin America or Asia instead 
of Europe can make a trip 
much more affordable.
“More important than desti-
nation, though, is considering 
what you want to gain from the 
experience and whether the 
program can meet your aca-
demic goals and needs,” Hale 
said.
Hale said some of the most 
expensive places to study 
abroad include Australia, New 
Zealand, western Europe and 
trips like the Semester at Sea 
program that cover multiple 
countries.
Jessica Canada, Williamsburg 
senior, went on the Semester at 
Sea voyage during the fall 2013 
semester. Although it is one of 
the costliest programs offered, 
Canada said she was able to 
save enough money to pay for 
the trip and only had to take 
out a small loan for spending 
money.
“I tried a lot of different 
things,” Canada said.
One of the options she tried 
involved setting up a GoFund-
Me account; she had heard of 
other students using the tool to 
raise money for their trips.
Canada said she also babysat 
and saved money she’d earned 
by working, but in the end, the 
20 or 30 scholarships she ap-
plied for were the biggest help 
in covering her trip’s cost.
“I spent months and months 
applying for scholarships,” 
Canada said. “It’s very stress-
ful until you start hearing back 
about your applications.”
Although Canada said she 
isn’t very crafty, she knew of 
students who sold art, home-
made food and other goods to 
raise money.
“I know some students who 
sold calendars to friends and 
family before their trip,” she 
said, “and when they got back, 
they chose 12 of their best pho-
tos from the trip and made a 
calendar to hand out.”
Simone Smith, a graduate 
student from Indianapolis, 
found a way to use her talents 
to save money for her trip to 
China during the 2016 winter 
term. Smith said she has a pas-
sion for cooking and was able 
to raise almost $900 in just a 
few months by selling food 
with a friend.
“At times we were up until 
two or three in the morning,” 
Smith said.
She recounted how she and 
her friend sold a variety of 
cupcakes made from scratch, 
catered events and sold home-
cooked plates of food.
Smith said she has seen some 
people turned away from study 
abroad opportunities because 
of the price but believes if stu-
dents are willing to work hard, 
these opportunities are well 
within reach.
Canada said she was glad she 
picked WKU after her Semes-
ter at Sea experience because 
the university assisted her so 
helpfully when she applied for 
scholarships.
Canada is now a student rep-
resentative at SAGL. She said 
her tasks include helping other 
students find out which schol-
arships they are eligible to pur-
sue.
She said the office has an 
entire packet of scholarships 
available and can help stu-
dents find several to apply for 
by walking them through the 
possibilities.
“I think we’re very fortunate 
that we attend a university that 
sees the value in getting a glob-
al perspective,” she explained. 
She said study abroad provides 
a more meaningful experience 
than just tourism because it 
teaches students how to inter-
act with different cultures.
Canada said her study 
abroad experience was addic-
tive. Before she boarded the 
ship for Semester at Sea, she 
thought it would be the only 
time she would travel outside 
the U.S. However, she has al-
ready returned to South Africa, 
a country she deeply enjoyed 
when she visited in 2013.
“Once the world opens up to 
you, it’s always open,” Canada 
said.
your precinct who support Caramel 
Macchiato does not meet the typical 
threshold of 15 percent, then either you 
must persuade others to side with Car-
amel Macchiato, or you must go to an-
other group like Cinnamon Dolce Latte 
or White Chocolate Mocha.
It’s in this regard that Lasley finds the 
process for Democrats in particular 
“very unique and interesting.”
Saundra Ardrey, associate professor 
and political science department head, 
said the Iowa caucuses are important 
simply because they’re first.
Otherwise, Ardrey said, other cau-
cuses don’t receive that much attention 
because of the processes involved with 
them. Ardrey said many of the people 
who turn out to caucus are the ex-
tremes of both parties and not as many 
who are more middle of the road.
Ardrey also said Iowa is not a good ba-
rometer of what’s going to happen as far 
as the who’s nominated or who will win 
the general election.
“Ninety-eight percent of the popu-
lation [in Iowa] is white and is over-
whelmingly evangelical,” Ardrey said. 
“Candidates are not going to have that 
situation as they approach other states 
and other primaries, so we have to be 
careful of these causes as well as these 
primaries because a lot of times they’re 
not indicative of the general popula-
tion.”
Ardrey said the caucuses make for 
newspaper hype and giving candidates 
momentum as they move forward. Ar-
drey used senator Marco Rubio, a Re-
publican from Florida, as an example.
Rubio came in third in Iowa, but he was
thought to have won because expecta-
tions for him were low.
Ardrey’s warning of being cautious
about future caucuses and primaries
comes with appropriate timing; they
seem to be the only thing candidates
and news anchors can talk about. In re-
ality, they can be more superficial.





As far as food and drink services dur-
ing this show go, Sarah Thomas, event 
coordinator of Van Meter, said they 
are not a possibility now although 
they could be in the future.
“We did talk about opening up those 
options, and I know this is the first 
time that it’s been discussed for Van 
Meter because it’s kind of a different 
venue than Diddle [Arena], per se, 
but it’s not happening for this show,” 
Thomas said.
Lexington senior John-Taylor Tet-
terton thinks he will make it out to 
the show with some of his fraternity 
brothers. For Tetterton, Atkins’ music 
brings back many memories.
“First country song I ever heard was 
a Rodney Atkins song,” Tetterton said, 
“and I immediately liked country. I 
was 12 years old, didn’t know much 
about music anyways and fell in love 
with it.”
After seeing him perform in a pre-
vious event, Tetterton expects Atkins 
will deliver good music paired with 
high energy. 
Tickets are being sold through the 
Fine Arts Box Office with prices rang-
ing from $28 to $38 although students 
may receive a five-dollar discount 
when they purchase in person with 
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do a good job with our perimeter de-
fense. It will be a challenge; they play 
much better at home, and again, we 
should be accustomed to the road.”
UTEP also presents some challenges for 
the Tops. The Miners are dropping 73.9 
points per game this season while shoot-
ing 44 percent from the floor as a team.
The Miners also have four players aver-
aging double figures on the season, which 
means the defense needs to be on its toes 
because there are a number of scoring 
threats on the floor at any given time.
“We have a lot of confidence moving 
forward,” Cosby said. “It [past perfor-
mance] shows that we can play with 
better teams and show what we are re-
ally capable of.”
President Gary Ransdell spoke with 
Herald editorial board members on 
Tuesday about the current state of the 
men’s basketball program at WKU.
“Men’s basketball is still our heritage,” 
Ransdell said. “It’s always going to be most 
important in our athletic landscape.” 
Ransdell said he doesn’t know what 
the future holds for the men’s basket-
ball program, but expressed hope that 
the team would make the NCAA Tour-
nament in March. 
“If we don’t, it’ll be three straight 
years we’ve not been in the NCAA 
Tournament, and that’s not accept-
able for Western Kentucky basketball,” 
Ransdell said. “It’s just not.”
“They run dribble-weave motion, they 
get up and down the floor [and] they 
press some. Every team in this confer-
ence is capable of winning day in and 
day out.”
With UTSA, a team laden with ju-
niors and seniors, coming in before a 
battle with conference leader Univer-
sity of Texas, El Paso on Saturday, the 
Lady Tops cannot lose focus.
“We just lost, so there’s no way we’re 
going to look past any game. We’ve 
never been that type of team,” Clark-
Heard said.
Incentives to overlook Thursday’s 
game should be further reduced con-
sidering last year’s misfortune in San 
Antonio.
WKU led by double digits in the sec-
ond half and allowed UTSA to come 
back and steal a 64-63 victory over the 
Lady Tops.
“I think last year’s game was not fun 
at all; we definitely should’ve won that 
game,” redshirt junior guard Kendall 
Noble said. “All the returners remem-
ber that game very clearly, and we 
want to really hand it back to them.”
While Thursday’s game is the first 
order of business, there is no doubt in 
this WKU squad that Saturday’s game 
has big implications within the confer-
ence as well.
UTEP comes in as the winner of its last 
10 games and has collected a 9-0 start to 
conference play during that stretch.
“It’s really important that we take 
care of business on Thursday to get 
prepared even more for Saturday,” 
freshman guard Kayla Smith said.
After losing to the best conference 
opponent to date — MTSU — Smith 
and company know the opportunity 
on Saturday is one they really need to 
capitalize on.
“Any game really refocuses you be-
cause you work on the little things that 
happened before to improve,” Smith 
said. “It’s going to be a really big game. 
We just got to focus and do what we 










WKu's no. 1 source 
for campus news
recruits from each state1. Chris Cotto - 5'11 - 190 
2. Jeremy Darvin - 5'2 - 285
3. Steven Duncan - 6'5 - 230
4. Kyle Fourtenbary - 6'4 - 230
5. Seth Joest - 6'3 - 295
6. Xavier Lane - 6'4 - 200
7. Devon Key - 6'1 - 190
8. Jalen Madden - 6'2 - 325
9. Jahcour Pearson - 5'9 - 180
10. Adam Raschilla - 6'6 - 310
11. Anthony Robinson - 6'3 - 230
12. Gaej Walker - 6'0 - 180
13. Tyler Witt - 6'3 - 295
14. *Quinton Baker- 5'10 - 180
15. Keith Brown - 6'1 - 235
16. Demetrius Cain - 6'1 - 210
17. Nick Dawson-Brents - 6'3 - 260
18. Tyler Ferguson - 6'4 - 220
19. Chris Johnson - 6'2 - 290
20. Drew O'Bryan - 6'3 - 230
*[3 transfers from  UL]





“We had to work really hard to get 
him (Baker),” Brohm said. “He is a 
guy that in my opinion has some abil-
ity that you don’t see much. He is ex-
tremely fast as his 40-yard dash and 
shuttle run are off the charts.” 
 Along with the state of Kentucky, the 
state of Florida seems to be a goldmine 
for WKU as three of the ten recruits come 
from the sunshine state. They are receiv-
er Chris Cotto, receiver Jahcour Pearson 
and defensive back Gaej Walker. 
WKU is looking at a good mix of three 
offensive linemen including one na-
tive to Kentucky: Seth Joest. The other 
two are Tyler Witt and Adam Raschilla, 
coming from Illinois and Alabama re-
spectively.
In the quarterback range, WKU wel-
comes Steven Duncan from Summer-
ville, North Carolina. Duncan chose 
the Toppers over offers from four other 
colleges including Appalachian State, 
Campbell, Clemson and Cornell.
Last, but not least, is tight-end Kyle 
Fourtenbary coming with Raschilla 
from Alabama. 
Fourtenbary had offers from nine 
other schools including Southern Miss 
and Cincinnati as he signed with the 
Hilltoppers on Wednesday.
“We are certainly excited about each 
and every one of these young men,” 
Barclay said. “One thing that really 
stands out is that they are people of 
high character.” 
In addition to the new high school tal-
ents flowing into WKU, the offensive side 
of the football also added transfer quar-
terback Tyler Ferguson. Eligible imme-
diately, Ferguson comes to the Hill from 
the University of Louisville with experi-
ence playing for Penn State prior to that. 
The quarterback was a top junior col-
lege prospect prior to 2013 for the Col-
lege of Sequoias. That season ESPN.




Newcomers look to reload Hilltopper defense
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
After an undefeated season 
in the Conference USA last 
year that resulted in a confer-
ence championship and a 
bowl victory, the Hilltopper 
football program is looking 
to reload and refocus for next 
season.
Of the 23 departing Hilltop-
pers from the 2015-16 squad, 
13 are defensive players: five 
defensive lineman, five defen-
sive backs and three lineback-
ers.  These graduates include 
Nick Holt, Wonderful Terry, 
Prince Charles Iworah, Nick 
Newton, Jontavious Morris, 
Dejon Brown and Ge’Monee 
Brown.
The large-scale losses to the 
defensive unit left Head Coach 
Jeff Brohm and defensive co-
ordinator Nick Holt needing 
drastic reinforcements imme-
diately for depth and for future 
seasons.
As the National Signing Day 
window opened at 6 a.m. 
Wednesday morning, the Hill-
toppers announced within 
hours that a slew of recruits 
had officially signed, seven of 
whom are already enrolled in 
classes as college transfers or 
early high school graduates.
“I think all of our guys were 
committed for the right rea-
sons,” Brohm said. “They un-
derstand the product on the 
field that we have been able to 
produce the past two years.”
As of time of publication, 
WKU had announced the suc-
cessful recruitment and sign-
ing of 16 players — three of 
them transfers — but Brohm 
said he is both confident and 
hopeful of using all the allot-
ted 25 scholarships the pro-
gram is allowed to award. Of 
those 20 players who signed 
with the program, exactly half 
of them are billed as defensive 
players — assuming none will 
make a positional switch like 
Joe Brown did last season from 
running back to defensive 
back.
More specifically, within 
these 10 defensive additions, 
Brohm and Holt were able to 
address some serious needs on 
the defensive line.
The five new defensive line 
recruits follow: 6’3, 260-pound 
University of Louisville trans-
fer Nick Dawson Brents; 6’2, 
290-pound Chris Johnson from 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College; 6’3, 230-pound 
two-star recruit Anthony Rob-
inson out of Frankfort High 
School; 6’2, 300-pound three-
star recruit Jalen Madden our 
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama; and 
6’2, 285-pound three-star re-
cruit Jeremy Darvin of Nash-
ville’s Father Ryan High School.
“It’s always important to get 
defensive lineman,” Brohm 
said. “Jeremy Davin and Jalen 
Madden give us size, strength 
and girth up front, which is 
hard to get.”
Just hours after the window 
opened, the Hilltoppers had 
replaced four of their five de-
parted defensive lineman. 
Even more efficiently, they had 
already replaced all three of 
their departed linebackers.
The three additions to the 
WKU linebacker core include 
6’1, 235-pound U of L transfer 
Keith Brown, 6’1, 210-pound 
three-star recruit Deme-
trius Cain out of Caldwell 
County High School and 6’3, 
230-pound two-star recruit 
Drew O’Bryan from Ashland-
Blazer.
“The graduate transfers from 
Louisville are huge to have,” 
Brohm said. “Those are two 
guys that when they walk in the 
room they are going to stand 
out. Those are two guys we feel 
great about.”
Cain managed to record three 
interceptions and 25 tackles, 17 
solo, on the defensive side of 
the football during his senior 
season. O’Bryan notched 109 
total tackles with 16 for a loss 
for Ashland Blazer.
Two defensive backs have 
been added to the ranks: 6’0, 
180-pound two-star recruit 
Gaej Walker from Gibsonton, 
Florida, and 6’1, 190-pound 
two-star recruit Devon Key 
from Bryan Station High 
School in Lexington.
“We are really, really excited 
about Gaej Walker,” secondary 
coach Mike Cassity said. “He is 
a cornerback that is 6-foot and 
very long. He has good arm 
length, and man can he run.”
The defense will look to re-
load in time for the Hilltoppers’ 
first game, which is slated to be 
played on Sept. 3 2016.
I think all our guys were 
committed for the right reasons,”
WKU football Head Coach Jeff  Brohm
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» Football: Head Coach Jeff  Brohm agrees to new four-year, 
$800,000 contract extension See WKUHerald.com for more.
BY EVAN HEICHELBECH
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
After falling on the road to Middle 
Tennessee on Saturday, Head Coach 
Michelle Clark-Heard made sure her 
team was ready to refocus for a crucial 
week in conference play.
On Thursday, WKU will welcome 
the Roadrunners of the University of 
Texas,  San Antonio (7-12) to Diddle 
Arena.
But before Clark-Heard and her 
team began preparation for UTSA, 
they revisited Saturday’s game and 
tried to learn something about them-
selves.
“I think it went well,” Clark-Heard 
said. “We went back and evaluated the 
game and looked at what we needed 
to, and a lot of the mistakes we made 
were mental mistakes on our part, and 
credit to [MTSU] again.”
A 14-game winning streak is some-
thing any team will enjoy, but Clark-
Heard also believes a loss can be ben-
eficial in the middle of a season.
“I think it helps everybody,” Clark-
Heard said. “I think it makes you go 
back and kind of put a magnifying 
glass on the things that might have 
been happening, but you might just 
not have seen them the way you saw 
them in the game with us losing.”
Defense was the lynchpin of the win-
ning streak for the Lady Tops. No team 
broke 70 points against WKU during 
the streak, and only twice did a team 
reach the 69-point mark at home, 
which was against Austin Peay and at 
Florida International.
Saturday, however, was a different 
story.
“We gave up 58 points in two quar-
ters,” Clark-Heard said. “We gave up 
49 against UAB for the whole game. 
We gotta make sure we get the stops 
and do the things that we need to do. 
Those are correctable things, and I 
think that’s what we really want to fo-
cus on and move on to get better so 
we can prepare for UTSA.”
Although the team’s record might 
not show it, UTSA has a lot of experi-
ence. The Roadrunners return 12 of 
their 13 players from a season ago.
Clark-Heard said this year’s UTSA 
team is similar to last year’s. “They 




Texas road trip 
up next for 
Lady Tops
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Texas-sized road trip next for Hilltoppers
BY MATTHEW STEWART 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Being on the road is some-
thing the WKU men’s basket-
ball team (11-11) knows all too 
well. The Hilltoppers will be 
heading to the Lone Star State 
to take on University of Texas 
at San Antonio (4-18) Thurs-
day at 7 p.m.
WKU will then travel to El 
Paso to face off against the 
Miners of the University of 
Texas at El Paso (11-11) on Sat-
urday at 4 p.m.
Despite a disappointing 2-9 
record away from the friendly 
confides of Diddle Arena, the 
Toppers are confident head-
ing into their trip to Texas.
“We know how to win when 
we are not at home and when 
the crowd is against us,” red-
shirt senior forward Nigel 
Snipes said.
WKU is looking to build off 
its last two games at home in 
Diddle Arena. These displayed 
the overall talent of the Top-
pers as they defeated the top 
team in the conference and 
only lost to the No. 2 team by 
two points.
“We just need to continue to 
get better,” Head Coach Ray 
Harper said. “I thought our 
last two games were probably 
the best back-to-back games 
we played defensively. Not 
necessarily the first half of Sat-
urday, but I thought [during] 
the second half we did some 
really good things, so we took 
a step forward and we need to 
do that again this weekend.”
The young Topper team 
showed it could fight back 
from a sizable deficit in its last-
second loss to Middle Tennes-
see. Transition defense was 
the story when WKU managed 
to knock off No. 1 team in the 
conference UAB. The Hilltop-
pers held the Blazers to just 8 
fast-break points.
“I really see some positives 
in this team going forward,” 
Harper said. “I think they are 
starting to really get better. We 
got a lot of new guys that are 
starting to figure things out.”
Freshman point guard Chris 
McNeal has surpassed expec-
tations this year. McNeal is 
averaging 5.7 points per game 
to go along with 4.1 rebounds 
and 4.4 assists.
“He’s the first true freshman 
point guard I’ve ever started,” 
Harper said. “Usually you like 
to bring them along and let 
them learn behind an older 
veteran, but that wasn’t the 
case for him. I think he is play-
ing well.”
“I think he has handled it 
very well,” redshirt senior 
guard Aaron Cosby said. “He’s 
always looking for advice, al-
ways in the gym getting better. 
I think he is handling it as well 
as any freshman could.”
Thursday night the Toppers 
will have their hands full with 
guard play as UTSA senior 
guard Ryan Bowie is averaging 
17.1 points per game and 7.2 
rebounds.
Sophomore guard Christian 
Wilson is also putting up im-
pressive numbers with 16.5 
points and 4.5 rebounds per 
outing.
“They [UTSA] are much
better at home,” Harper said.
“Their guards are really good
as they are a guard-dominated
team. We are going to have to
Junior guard Fredrick Edmond (25) drives to the hoop against UAB guard Hakeem Baxter during 
Thursday’s game against the Blazers. Edmond scored 13 points and notched 7 rebounds in WKU’s 






BY HUNTER FRINT 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The 2016 football season will be an 
exciting one for the Hilltoppers as they 
will bring in 10 new players to the of-
fense and at least one new assistant 
coach, adding Chris Barclay to the 
coaching staff. 
Of the 10 players that signed to play 
for WKU this year there are four offen-
sive linemen, one running back, three 
wide receivers, one tight end and two 
quarterbacks.
“We have added a lot of outstanding 
pieces to the puzzle,” Head Coach Jeff 
Brohm said. “We feel like we have ad-
dressed a lot of needs and I feel like we 
got guys that fit what we do.” 
The offense adds three wide receiv-
ers, two of which are two-star recruits. 
Xavier Lane is the third receiver who is 
currently graded as a three-star recruit 
according to scout.com. 
Lane was the last player to sign with 
the Hilltoppers as he decided between 
WKU, Cincinnati, Maryland and Troy 
University among others. 
“He gives us that big receiver on the 
outside that you want to throw at least 
a couple up too,” Brohm said. “He is 
athletic and he has some swagger to 
him. I feel good about Xavier.” 
One of the most anticipated offen-
sive recruits for this year is running 
back Quinton Baker of Ashland, Ken-
tucky. 
Baker is rated as a three-star recruit ac-
cording to scout.com while rivals.com 
has him ranked as the sixth overall play-
er in the state of Kentucky. The running 
back committed on Dec. 1, 2015 and 
signed early with the Hilltoppers.
SEE NATIONAL SIGNING DAY
 PAGE B3
Delivered
Hilltoppers amp up off ense with new recruits
Head football coach Jeff  Brohm discusses the 2016 recruiting class and plans for the upcoming season on Wednesday. The 
team signed 17 recruits on National Signing Day. Quinton Baker of Ashland, Ky., is the top-ranked eligible player of the 2016 
recruiting class. ERICA LAFSER/HERALD
